
 

 

 

down, then crushed into small pieces, I read two of Nell 

Pauly’s books A Most Dangerous Woman and The Day 

Before Yesterday. My interest in Nell’s books was the 

destruction of the old motel because Nell, her husband 

Jake Young and two children had lived in the “The Love 

Nest,” the original structure on the lot, starting in 1926 

when they purchased it from the daughter of Mother 

Harbison. Nell and her family actually lived in the 

unfinished attic of The Love Nest during the summers 

when she rented out the lower three rooms to 

vacationers. Nell’s family, like many other early town 

residents had to make almost all of their annual income 

between May and mid September, much like what is still 

happening today. Eventually Nell turned the one rental 

cabin where they also lived into many and called her 

motel “Mountain Home Cabins.” (see our blog for more) 

 

Nell’s two books are chuck full of stories about her life 

and times living in Grand Lake (1923 – 1972) and her 

interaction with residents and summer vacationers. A 

Dangerous Woman is actually her autobiography and 

shows her growing up in what today we call a 

dysfunctional family, and at eighteen years of age 

marrying into another dysfunctional family who owned 

the Young’s Rustic Inn Hotel on the west shore of Grand 

Lake.  

 

Nell’s other book I read, The Day Before Yesterday, is 

about many of the early residents of the Grand Lake area 

who are buried in the town’s cemetery located in Rocky 

Mountain National Park just north of town. Some of the 

articles are actual obituaries taken from the newspapers 

and some are her own recollections and others came 

from her mother-in-law Josie Young.  

 

I found the material in both books very interesting and it 

gave me insight into what it was like to live and work in 

Grand Lake in the olden days. After reading the two 

books, I took a stroll through the cemetery and matched 

the funky headstones with the people in her books.  

  

Nell wrote many books and the two I mentioned above 

can be purchased from the Historical Society. 

 

 

 

 

Visit our web page, blog, 

Facebook site: 
www.grandlakehistory.org 

www. cottagecourt.wordpress.com 

Facebook: Smith-Eslick Cottage Court 

 

Send us your E-mail address so you 

can receive our E-Blasts: 

glhistory@rkymtnhi.com 

 

Contact us: 

glhistory@rkymtnhi.com 

970-627-8324 

P.O. Box 656 

Grand Lake, CO 80447 
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