
Several of the donated items from this past year.  
 

  

 

The Burtis family donated an organ to the Kauffman House 

which had been in the family and in their Grand Lake cabin 

since the 1940s.  As a child, Aurel Burtis lived in Garden 

City, KS and admired a neighbor’s organ, which she was 

allowed to play.  Eventually the neighbor gifted the organ 

to her.  This Packard Organ was manufactured in Fort 

Wayne, Indiana in the late 1800s.  The organ is now in 

place in the Kauffman House parlor. Come by and see this 

wonderful piece of art.  

 

This small hand painted green chair was pulled out of the Nell 

Pauly Mountain Home Cabins attic just prior to “The Love 

Nest” being demolished and hauled off to the landfill. The chair 

and several other household items recovered from the Young’s 

summer sleeping abode were saved and donated to the Society. 

If you look closely you can see two drake mallard ducks hand 

painted on the seat and back of the chair. Nell fancied herself a 

pretty good artist and sign painter, another of her vocations to 

help the family survive from year to year.  

The President’s Two Cents 
It’s been an active and (mostly) successful year for your Historical Society. 

While so much of the Board’s attention has been on the Smith Eslick Cottage Court, The Kauffman House 

Museum has certainly not been forgotten. Our dedicated docents continue to welcome visitors all summer 

long, plus several special dates through the winter, including New Year’s Eve. The special display of Grand 

Lake schools was a hit for both young and old. We received a grant to repair chinking on the House itself. 

Thanks to grants, the Cottage Court now has its first ever foundation. Due to the generosity of our 

community, we were able to purchase, at a reasonable price, the lot adjacent to the Court. This will allow 

more interpretation of early auto travel, provide a new gift shop, and a new location for community events, 

thereby implementing the Master Plan developed for the site. It was a disappointment that we did not 

succeed in our grant request for restoration work, but a new submittal will hopefully receive better scores 

(and funding!). We are celebrating the centennial of the Cottage Court and our neighbor, Rocky Mountain 

National Park. On August 24 we will welcome the Model T Vintage Time Travelers, who are excited to 

spend time at the Court. I hope you will join in the fun events being planned. 

The good news about receiving grant funding is that we are able to proceed with capital projects beyond 

our normal means. The bad news is that each requires matching funds. Likewise, writing grant applications 

and conducting events require time and effort. I encourage you to contribute what you can toward our 

common goal of Preserving, Protecting and Promoting the History of the Grand Lake, Colorado Area. 

Jim Cervenka 


